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men who prepare themselves at the Universities for
the law or for medicine.

Absence of a Limit of Age
Curiously enough, there are no limits of age either
for passing the examination or for entering the ser-
vice ; and hence although most of the candidates are
between nineteen and twenty-three, they are some-
times as young as seventeen, and occasionally, on
the other hand, very old, in one case it seems no less
than forty-eight.1 The absence of a limit of age has
one strange result. It gives a candidate the oppor-
tunity to try the examination more than once;2 and
since in the appointments to the service in any year a
preference is given to the men who have passed the
examination in that year over those who took it in a
previous year,3 it is not uncommon even for candi-
dates who have succeeded in passing the examination
once to try it again the next year, if they have not
obtained a rank high enough to be among the few
to receive appointments. Chailley-Bert gives some
striking examples of this, and among them is one
of a man who passed successfully four times before he
obtained an appointment,4 the reason for such persist-
1 Chailley-Bert, Compte Rendu^ op. fit., pp. 369-370.
2 The Ordinance of December 15, 1897 (Ned. Staatsblad, No. 261),
forbade any one to offer himself for the first part of the examination
more than twice, but there is no such restriction for the second part.
8 Ordinance of August 29, 1883, Art. n.
* Op. cit., pp. 381-382.